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 September Calendar Principal’s Blog 
We are already 2 weeks into the school year -can you believe it? There is a wonderful spirit of energy and warmth 

in St. Clare of Assisi School; I’m seeing lots of smiles and I’m observing good learning happening in our 

classrooms. 
 
I’ve enjoyed spending most of the summer getting to know the people and the place of St. Clare; I have a great deal 

more to learn, but I can tell you this: St. Clare of  Assisi School is a tremendous place! We have some challenges, 

as do all schools, but I feel extraordinarily blessed to have found my way here, and the teachers and I are digging in 

together to keep improving this great school. 
 
We have 3 areas of focus for this school year and I’m calling them the 3 C’s: Climate, Communication, and 

Curriculum. So let me give you an overview of each area and let you in on some of our plans. 
 
Climate - so no, we can’t do anything about the unpredictable St. Louis weather, but we CAN have an impact on 

the climate & culture of our school community. First, my expectations are that ALL of us, that is administrators, 

teachers, students, and parents, work on exhibiting the following: 

 Kindness 

 Respect 

 Tolerance 

 Commitment to Growth (spiritual, personal, educational, professional) 

 

This in itself is a huge endeavor, but I know we can do it if we all insist upon these qualities from one another. I 

heard from many parents this summer that SCA needs some serious work on preventing bullying - even the best of 

schools experience harmful behavior among their students. With that in mind, we are taking the first steps to join 

over 50 other Catholic schools in St. Louis who are utilizing the Archdiocesan Virtue-Based Restorative Discipline 

program (VBRD). This program has had great success in many of these schools in terms of raising student and 

teacher awareness about signs of harmful behavior, ways to prevent it, and how to restore and repair relationships 

after harm has been done. The VBRD program includes extensive training for teachers, students AND parents; it 

only works when everyone in the community takes part. Stay tuned for more details on VBRD! 
 
Communication - This blog is one concrete example of the kinds of communication you can come to expect from 

SCA School. I am sending informational emails to parents quite frequently. All teachers are sending weekly emails 

to parents with classroom news and links to their teacher webpages. The Illuminator is our new monthly e-

newsletter for the school and will hopefully keep everyone up to date. Teachers and I are meeting much more 

frequently as a whole faculty and as smaller groups. I am in most classrooms at least once a day keeping my finger 

on the pulse of what is happening with our students. I am a big believer in as much transparency as possible, and 

in face-to-face conversations over emails whenever possible. Most important, we will aim to keep the lines of 

communication open between all members of our school community, and we will LISTEN, LISTEN, and LISTEN 

some more! 
 
Curriculum - Essentially, a school’s curriculum is its map for the learning it wants to accomplish with its students. 

My favorite working definition of curriculum is this: Curriculum is what you want students to learn in the 

available time. Here at St. Clare, our students learn a great deal and we are well known for ensuring that our 

students are well-prepared for some of the best high schools in the area. Having a crystal clear curriculum will 

only improve those results and is the first step in ensuring that we are using research-based best educational 

practices in our school. Writing and revising curriculum is difficult and tedious work for teachers, but it is part of 

what we should be doing every single school year. As the world changes, so do the needs of our students - and so 

our curriculum should reflect this changing world. By this time next school year parents will begin seeing real 

evidence of our written curriculum at St. Clare, and will begin to understand how they can partner with us more 

effectively in their children’s learning. 
 
I am looking forward to this journey together and working as a community on the 

3 C’s: Climate, Communication, and Curriculum!  
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School Board Scoop 

On behalf of the St. Clare of Assisi School 

Board, I welcome Principal, Kim Vangel, as 

she begins this school year.  Mrs. Vangel 

kicked off the school year with great enthusi-

asm and a wonderful day of activities to cele-

brate the solar eclipse, a once in a lifetime 

opportunity for St. Clare students!  I would 

also like to extend a warm welcome to the 

following new faculty at SCA this school 

year:  Mrs. McFarland, Miss Moeller, Mrs. 

Morrow and Ms. Schleicher.  We are excited 

to have you as a part of the St. Clare commu-

nity.  Lastly, I welcome all returning faculty 

and thank you for your continued support 

and enthusiasm for our community.  We look 

forward to a great school year filled with 

challenging academics, opportunities to grow 

in service and the ability to share our faith 

with those in our school community and 

beyond. 

PTO News 

The PTO is looking forward to a new year with a few new events and some that are past favorites! Please let us 

know if you would like to get involved to volunteer at any of our events. 

Thank you to Maureen Schoenwalder for all her efforts to make the new SCA families feel so welcomed to our 

community! The New Family Picnic was a ball and we enjoyed seeing new and returning faces at the The Wolf for 

the parent BooHoo WooHoo breakfast on the first day of school! 

September brings a new event - Outdoor Family Move Night! On Friday, 9/8, we will be showing Boss Baby on a 

huge screen outside St. Clare and we invite everyone to bring blankets and join us. Please note the time of the 

event is 7pm to 9pm, which is different that the time listed on the school calendar. If you have any questions please 

contact Steph Rudden, stephrudden@gmail.com 

The PTO is excited for a fantastic year! If you have any questions, please let us know! 

Learning  Spotlight 

 

Scientific Inquiry Method with 

Skittles in 4th Grade 

Did you know!  Did you know! 

I am sure you have seen the commercial for the St. Louis Zoo with the little boy who 

keeps asking his mother “Did you know, did you know!”   So… did you know that each 

school day at St. Clare is wrapped in prayer from morning to the end of the school day?  

To begin the day our faculty and staff join in prayer before heading outside or back to 

classrooms to wait for your children to arrive.  At 7:50am the prayer bell rings and we 

stop whatever we are doing and place ourselves in the presence of God.  During our 

prayer, we hear God speak to us through the daily readings, we reflect on his words and 

offer up prayers of petition.    We then recite together a traditional prayer that is printed 

on our monthly prayer card.  This is the firm foundation on which we begin each day of 

school.   Our prayer doesn’t stop here, but continues to flow throughout the day. It gives 

me no end of joy to walk past a classroom and hear a teacher and her students gath-

ered in prayer before their class begins.  At the end of the school day, one of our second

-grade students will lead us in the Act of Contrition, once again giving us pause to stop 

and reflect upon our actions towards one another during the day and thanking God for 

the time we have spent together.  

The monthly prayer card is available on the Religious Education website for you to down 

load and use with your family. During the month of September, we will pray together the 

Hail Holy Queen.   

 Spirit Wear  Orders—due 9/6 

 Follow SCA on Facebook 

 Turn in first day packet forms… 

 Family Movie Night 

 Mass on the Grass 

mailto:stephrudden@gmail.com


 Intermediate Inquiry       
Fifth grade will begin their field 
trips to the Art Museum starting 
September 20.  They will eat 
lunch on Art Hill then participate 
in “Full STEAM Ahead” program 
over four Wednesdays. 
 
Sixth grade will be spreading 
Christ’s love by making rosaries 
in Religion class.  These rosaries 
will be sent home with newly bap-
tized members of our parish.       

Junior High Genius  What an awesome first week of school!  The middle school teachers enjoyed meeting the students and look forward 

to learning more about each one of them.  Students have been busy learning routines and adjusting to their new leadership roles.  

In literature and language arts, we connected our first story and writing project to the eclipse.  The students analyzed a science fiction story about 
experiencing daylight once in seven years called “All Summer in a Day.” In language arts, we wrote sensory detail poems about our experiences 
watching the moon take center stage in the sky.   

In religion, seventh and eighth grade students are looking forward to Father Hecktor's classroom visits. Students worked on their questions for Fa-
ther Hecktor individually, and then shared with a classmate to decide on the best questions to ask our guest.   

In math, junior high students are reviewing math concepts daily with Simple Solutions.  Students are adjusting to this new addition to the math pro-
gram and did well on their first quiz!   

In social studies, the seventh graders began a unit on the first Americans, while the eighth graders begin to dive into the Civil War - which will pre-
pare them for their 8th grade field trip to Springfield, IL.  

Seventh grade science began their focus on the ecosystem, and the eighth-graders began an introduction into matter.  

Specials Space   

Our SCA Artists are focusing on Mrs. Hummel’s favorite season--Fall.  Fall likes to 

show off and what a show with all the vibrant hues of oranges, yellows, and reds!  You 

can feel the crisp air that only Fall can bring.   

This year’s theme of the Computer Lab is “Believe in Your #Selfie”. The students took 

selfies with Mrs. Miller and are learning how to care for all the devices: iPads, desktop 

computers and Chromebooks.   

Did you know that Reading is a Superpower?  More than 280 books were checked out 

from our school Library during week one of school—that’s superpowerful!  The chil-

dren are learning the importance of taking care of our books and have been intro-

duced to the Missouri State Book Awards nominees for 2017-2018.   

In PK-2nd grade Music class we are singing, moving, clapping and learning all about 

steady beat and rhythm.  The middle graders are reviewing note reading skills and 

getting back to playing Boomwhackers and recorders.  Students in the upper grades 

are covering music history and how poetry and music work to become one.  Mrs. 

McCormick is looking forward to a great year! 

We are jumping for joy in P.E.  Kindergarten through 8th grade have all completed the 

"Post-it Note Jump”. Check out the bulletin board in the hallway outside the gym to see 

how high we can all jump. 

Preschool Buddies  deliver-

ing welcome cards for pre-

school’s 1st day of school! 

Primary Progress 

Working with short a rhyming 

words in partners!  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Holy Spirit    

Friday 

2 

3 4 Labor Day 

No School 

5 6 7 8 Holy 

Spirit Friday 

Family 

Movie Night 

7-9 PM  

9 

10 11 12 13 14 15   Noon 

Dismissal      

Holy Spirit 

Friday 

16 Mass on 

the Grass     

5 pm 

17 18 Standard-

ized Testing 

6th grade Par-

ent Coalition 

mtg. 7-9 pm 

19 20 21 22 

Holy Spirit 

Friday 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

Holy Spirit 

Friday 

30 
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Hail Holy Queen 
  

Hail holy queen, Mother of Mercy.  Our life, our sweetness, and our hope.  

To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.  To you do we send up 

our sighs mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.  Turn then O  

most gracious advocate your eyes of mercy upon us, and after this our  

exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb Jesus.  O clement, O 

loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.   Amen 


